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Personal Profile

A highly self-motivated freelance IT Consultant, software engineer and electronics engineer.  Able to work in a team but also self disciplined and focused in an isolated environment.  Organised and technically competent in a wide range of areas of the electronic and computer markets.  Able to become proficient in new skills very rapidly ensuring on-the-job training realizes benefits quickly.

Career Achievements

[*] April 10th 2000 – March 5th 2002





Group 1 Software

Extended contract working on DOC1 for Workgroups. High performance documentation creation, management and publishing software. Working with VC++ V6.0, COM, MFC, Windows NT4/2000. Quote from Project Manager four weeks into contract:- “Exceeded all expectations. Very happy.”. Have helped development on three parts of the system, rapidly integrating into the new teams for each part. Also acted as the “development representative” on an international board, brainstorming for the initial development of the companys next gen product line. Started prototyping of various application ideas for this board.
March 24th 2000

Created Datamode Computers Limited to pursue a career as a self employed freelance IT Consultant.

March 1999 – April 7th 2000




Amtech Computer Systems Ltd. Milton Keynes

Software engineer, jointly responsible for analysis, design, implementation and testing of market leading electrical design and reporting software.
This projects main aim was to evolve old 16 bit Windows 3.1 software, completely revising the user interface to current user expectations and enabling the new software to run on all current Microsoft operating systems, including Windows 2000. Personally responsible for the database interface, data archive, 16 bit s/w data import and approximately 66% of the user interface forms. Main development platform VC++ V5.0, experience gained of ODBC and Jet database access and Crystal Reports.
March 3rd 1997 – March 1999




Ericsson Componedex, Milton Keynes
Software engineer, responsible for development and maintenance of Network Control software for Satellite Paging Distribution systems. Experience gained of Pascal (Borland Pascal for DOS), TCP/IP networking, multiple PSTN modem control, realtime custom remote network control and monitoring, satellite paging networks, on site customer support and embedded software modifications (on site, on live Chinese paging networks), carried out first stages of next gen product development including customer requirements, prototype, high level design (UML) and design verification. (product then shelved due to Ericsson getting out of paging market)
Development has included adding complete emulation of remote equipment control systems, automatic fault monitoring and engineer paging and external contract work on a Windows mobile phone network planner project. The last involved four engineers from Ericsson Componedex, assigned seven tasks overall. I completed three of the tasks within the deadline including full testing and documentation. 
September 1996 – March 1997




Monitron International., Kidderminster

Software engineer, responsible for development, maintenance and next generation project planning for remote video surveillance systems.
Achievements include taking over the existing remote video monitoring project, stabilizing the whole code base (approx 30000 lines of Linux C code for the server and 40000 lines of Windows C++ code for the client), implementing a three fold speed increase, and developing prototypes for the next generation of this product, with another four fold speed increase in the Windows client side.

June 1995 - September 1995





Joyce Lobel, Gateshead
Test Engineer, internal Quality Control and testing of various military vehicle electronic subsystems

January 1992 - June 1992





Allen's CB's, Carlisle
Service Engineer - installation, servicing and repair of CB radio equipment, audio equipment and mobile telephones in HGV's cars and agricultural vehicles

July 1989 - May 1991






National Cash Register, Cumbernauld

Field Service Engineer. Installation, servicing and repair of banking electronic equipment including ATM'S, computers and cash registers

January 1987 - July 1989





RAF Carlisle, 14MU, Carlisle

Service Engineer, Third line (component level) servicing of airborne radio and radar equipment.

Education

September 1993 to July 1996





University of Newcastle Upon Tyne

B. Sc. Honors in Computing Science

First Class with Honors obtained.

September 1984 - July 1986





Teesside Polytechnic

First year pass in B. Sc.  Computing Science

September 1982 - July 1984





Carlisle Technical College

OND in Computer Technology (and Microelectronics)

4 Passes, 17 Merits, 7 Distinctions

September 1977 - July 1982





Morton School, Carlisle

6 CSE, 4 GCE 0 Level

Other Qualifications

Microsoft Certified 2 week Introduction to Visual Studio and Visual C++ course.

RAF Courses:

1 year RAF Assistant Technical Telecommunications Officer Course.  Covering general electrical and electronic theory and practice.  High and low powered radio and radar installations.  Merit obtained.

Introduction to Logic Circuits.  Distinction obtained.

Experience

Software Engineering experience gained in the previous 6 years includes Microsoft Visual C++ (currently using Visual Studio 6) (including a Microsoft certified 2 week training course, MFC and the Windows API), Windows 95, NT and 2000 programming (including graphical, GUI, network, database, COM, DLL, MFC, Win32 API, real time and high performance multi threaded work), Borland C++ V5, Borland Pascal, Novell networking, TCP/IP networking, serial comms, PSTN modems, Client / Server, Linux (Unix) C and C++ programming (including shared memory, multitasking, multithreading, Berkley sockets, real time image processing and MPEG) and all stages of the software development lifecycle (requirements analysis, customer liaisons, design using UML, implementation, testing, release, technical documentation and post release customer support).

In the past 18 month recuperation period (please see Note at the end for details) I have been teaching myself Visual Studio .NET with regards to porting VS V6.0 projects to the new environment and further work on COM and DLLs.

At Newcastle University I gained experience on the following hardware: Apple Macs, Acorn Workstations, PCs and Sun and HP Workstations; which were used to develop software in C++, C, Encore Parallel Threads, 68000 assembler, Tcl/Tk and XGKS. The software was developed for the following servers: Encore Multimax (320 and 520), Meiko Computing Surface (hosted by Sun Sparc), Apple Macs, PCs and 68000 processors.

The degree also taught the following techniques: Concurrent Programming, Numerical Algorithms, Software Engineering, Parallel Computing, Distributed Systems, Fault Tolerant Systems, Graphics Processing, Networking, Neural Nets, Human Computer Interaction, Operating System Design, Applications of Artificial Intelligence and Declarative Programming.

My electronics career has given me experience of most modern electronic test equipment, and experience on digital, audio, control systems, radio and radar systems.

Interests

A lot of my interests revolve around two topics, Electronics and Computing. I have been professionally involved with electronic servicing/repair for 5 years and have been interested in computing for approximately 18 years. I am continually expanding my knowledge of various aspects of computing (currently self teaching Windows 2000 programming differences and advanced Windows low level programming, networking and Unix servers) by experimentation with the numerous computers dotted around my house.

My other hobbies include Hi Fi, Video/Films, Digital Photography, Country Walking, Motorbikes (currently own a Honda Africa Twin), Motorsport, keep fit, good food and good pubs.
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* Note
From March 5th 2002 to February 4th 2003 I have been unable to work due to a serious motorbike accident which resulted in a badly smashed right femur and broken left wrist. These injuries have now healed sufficiently to allow me to return to work, with the proviso I limit the time spent commuting to and from work until the leg has completely healed.
